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David Livingstone 

 

David Livingstone was a great explorer and missionary who really opened Africa. He was born on 19 March 1813 in 

Scotland. Livingstone was a Scottish Presbyterian pioneer medical missionary.  David Livingstone was the first European to 

see the Victoria Falls. During David Livingstone’s early life he studied medicine, Latin and theology in the University of 

Glasgow. Lather he joined the London Missionary Society (LMS) and became a minister. Livingstone was hoping to be sent 

to China by the LMS but the Opium Wars meant it was unsafe for him to go. He found an ‘inviting field’ in Africa. In 1841, 

Livingstone was mauled by a lion which permanently disabled his left arm. After arguing with a colleague he moved to 

Kolobeng in 1847. The missions suffered terribly because of the drought. While at Mobsta he married “Mary Moffat 

(daughter of Robert Moffat). She travelled with him for a while but later returned to England.  

After the Kokobeng mission was shut down after the drought, Livingstone decided to explore the interiors of Africa. He 

became the first European to see Mosi-ao-Tunya (which he renamed after Queen Victoria) Victoria Falls. His motto was 

‘Christianity, Commerce and Civilization’. David Livingstone used these words during the navigation of the Zambezi River. 

He later returned to England hoping to regain support for his ‘Zambezi Expedition’. The government granted Livingstone 

money for the 5 ½ year expedition which failed because the party could not progress pats the Cabora Bassa, a series of 

cataracts and rapids that David Livingstone had not explored on the earlier trip. Artist Thomas Baines was dismissed for 

(which he denies). Livingstone’s wife died in April 1863 of malaria, but Livingstone continued to explore. After the 

unsuccessful ‘Zambezi Expedition’, funds were difficult to obtain but the scientists appointed to work for Livingstone 

contributed with large collections of scientific materials to institutions in the UK. In March 1866, David Livingstone returned 

to Africa to find the true source of the Nile. There was serious debate over the actual source of the Nile, three explorers 

have identified either Lake Albert or Victoria was the source (which was partially correct between as the Nile bubbles up 

from between Lake Tanganyika and Victoria). David Livingstone found the Lualaba River which feeds into the Congo. 

Livingstone decided that was the true Nile. In his journal, he gained support of his views on the abolition of slavery. But this 

move proved to be very hypocritical due to the fact he was not a good leader to his peers. He had no specialist support in 

his last expedition but used servants and porters. From 1867, he accepted assistance from Mohamed Bog harib and 

Mohamed bin Saleh. These two men were both slave traders but gained Livingstone crucial local support. David Livingstone 

was furious to discover that some of his replacement porters were slaves. David Livingstone lost contact with the outside 

world for most of the last six years of his life. In 1896, Henry Stanley found him in Ujiji near Lake Tanganyika. Livingstone 

and Stanley explored the rest of Tanganyika in 1871 but Stanley left early next year. Livingstone was keen to stay in Africa 

until his mission was complete. He continued exploring, venturing north but failed to find connections to the Nile.  

David Livingstone died in Zambia on the 4
th

 of May. (His journal reports that it was the 1
st

 of May). He died from internal 

bleeding and malaria, his body was taken back to England for burial in Westminster Abbey. There is a memorial on the site 

he died. He was 60 years of age. 

Legacy 

David Livingstone should be remembered for his great skill of survival. He should be branded as one of the ‘heroes of the 

Christian faith’ because he served the Lord and made many amazing discoveries. 
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